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Carr and his wife, Maria Kefalas (Saint Joseph’s University), are founders of the Philadelphia Youth Solutions
Project, which “offers a safe space for Philadelphia’s young people to explain their views and emotions about the
danger and violence that consumes so much of their daily lives, to ask questions of themselves and the people charged
with running [Philadelphial, and to have a serious conversation with teachers, parents, city officials, community
leaders, state legislators, reporters, politicians, and anyone else who wants to know what is going on in the city to
move forward on solutions inspired by the youth perspective.” The Philadelphia Youth Solutions Project is a venue for
Philadelphia’s young people to offer their own expert advice on how to transform the city based on their experiences
and perspectives.

Carr and Kefalas are ethnographic researchers who seek to understand people’s experiences through participating in
their lives and interviewing them in depth. In another project, they investigated the experiences of young adults growing
up in a small midwestern town by living in the town and sharing in community experiences. Their subsequent book was
Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain and What It Means for America (2009).




